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The case report on the Leech, Trachelobdella sp. infestation in wild
Crucian carp (Carassius cuvieri) of Chungnam Province in Korea

Sung-Woo, Park and Young-Gill, Kim'
Department of Aquatic Life Medicine, Kunsan National University, Kunsan, 573-701, Korea

A kind of leeches, Trachelobdella sp was detected on the inside surface of the opercle of wild crucian
carp, Carassius cuvieri (21.5 cm in length and 238.5 g in weight) at a reservoir for agriculture in Chung-
Nam Province of Korea in March, 2002. Two or three round transparent spots on the opercle could be easi-
ly detected. The fish also showed severe anemia and dorsally darking in the gill lamellae. The parasites was
identified as Trachelobdella sp. on the basis of morphological characteristics such as suckers, body seg-
mentation and lateral diverticula. As the parasites fed on host blood after attaching on the inside surface of
the opercle by means of the posterior sucker, they caused severe anemia and petechial haemorrhge on the
gill of infested fish. Heavy infestation of the parasite resulted in dath of fish because of large amount of

blood loss.

Key words: Crucian carp, Trachelobdella sp., Hirudinia. Leech.
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Fig. 1. The infested crucian carp with leeches showing 2-3 round spots on the opercle. A part of
the parasite was expanded from the gill cleft.

Fig. 2. The gill of infested fish show some haemorrhagic spots (arrow), severe anemia and dor-
sally darkness (left) of the gill. The parasites attached on the inside surface of the opercle (right).

i

Fig. 3. The parasites detached from the opercle of diseased fish. The parasite have a large poste-
rior sucker and an anterior sucker. A pair of lateral diverticula is present on each segment.
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